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VOTE YES NOVEMBER 3, 2020 

 ANSWERS TO FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

ABOUT ISSUE 17 
1. What is on the November 3rd ballot for Lorain City Schools? 
Issue 17 is a RENEWAL and will NOT RAISE TAXES. Your support is critical to help us extend 
the current operating budget for 5 years, beginning 2022 through the year 2027. 

2. What do we get if the levy passes? 
Passage of this levy will ensure our district can provide a quality education in safe learning 
environments, as we prepare to return to school during the COVID-19 pandemic. Your 
support will provide necessities such as: 

• Critical technology and remote learning supports;  
• Medical, dental, and mental health services; 
• Family engagement and outreach supports; 
• Masks, sanitizer and plexiglass barriers; 
• Services and supports for families who speak Spanish at home 

3. What will happen if this levy does not pass? 
If Issue 17 does not pass, the Lorain City Schools will lose $10,000,000 per year, beginning 
2022. 

This means that the district will need to make cuts to teachers, instructional aides and 
instructional materials — all of which are critically needed by our schools. Especially now. 

4. Why should I support this levy? 
Issue 17 is a renewal and will NOT raise taxes for residents of the City of Lorain. 

Supporting Issue 17 is critical to ensuring our students have the educational opportunities that 
they deserve, in learning environments which are safe for our children and adults. 

5. How much will it cost me? 
Issue 17 is a RENEWAL levy. It will NOT RAISE TAXES. 



ABOUT REMOTE LEARNING THIS FALL 
6. How are teachers being held accountable during remote learning? 
Lorain City Schools staff participated in EdCamps in August — three weeks of professional 
learning led by their peers to develop skills in remote learning, share best practices in a virtual 
environment and trade ideas for keeping students engaged when learning from home, all 
while exploring an array of educational apps and software to transform the way we teach. 

While the way we interact has changed, accountability measures have not. Teachers and 
students are responsible for logging into remote learning environments each day to stay 
connected, learn new content and track development and growth in Ohio learning standards. 

7. How do teachers and students stay in contact during remote learning? 
In grades K-2, students engage through the SeeSaw learning platform, which is a digital 
portfolio where students post practice work and “turn in” assignments virtually for teachers 
and parents to review. All other grades connect through Google Classroom by creating, 
distributing, collaborating and grading assignments through this online platform.  

Synchronous learning occurs in real-time, using video applications (such as Google Meet or 
Zoom) to interact as a class. Asynchronous learning occurs when student schedules permit (or, 
as the parent/guardian schedule allows), using materials, activities, and online tools prepared 
ahead of time by the teacher that students complete on their own. Semi-synchronous learning 
occurs as individually scheduled meetings or break-out sessions with a group of students with 
similar needs. 

8. How do you ensure students are doing what they are supposed to be 
doing during remote learning? 

Teachers post class expectations setting the parameters for student participation and work 
submission. Class assignments are “turned in” virtually through either SeeSaw or Google 
Classroom. Assignments are graded. Virtual quizzes and tests track progress so that our 
teachers know how well students are mastering content. 

9. How is Lorain City Schools supporting students with special needs? 
• Some teaching models involve team teaching, providing struggling students with 

intervention through a separate virtual breakout room; 
• Paraprofessionals participate in videoconference calls with classroom teachers and 

provide added support through breakout rooms as needed;  
• Teachers maintain a schedule for Help Sessions on asynchronous days — these may be 

monitored by an individual teacher or offered by a department with each teacher 
responsible for monitoring on specific days; and 

• Sessions are scheduled with social workers for mental health supports. 



10. Why do our schools need money when students aren’t in our buildings? 
General operating funds are used to clean and maintain our facilities and grounds for the 
many staff who report to our buildings each day, including many of our teachers who teach 
remotely from their own classrooms to provide a sense of normalcy for their students. We also 
need to ensure our schools are COVID-19-Safe for when our students return. This includes the 
purchase of plexiglass barriers, hand sanitizer, disinfectant, air filters, face shields and masks.  

These funds are also used to purchase computers and internet connectivity for our students, 
ensuring our students have the same access to learning opportunities as their peers in 
neighboring school districts. 

11. How has student meal distribution been improved? 
Beginning the week of September 8th the following new meal service options began: 

• Meals are distributed on Tuesdays (2-meal bag) and Thursdays (3-meal bag); 
• Meal distribution locations were expanded from 8 to 36 locations, with meals 

delivered through School Bus Stops throughout the community; 
• Time slots for families to pick up meals are offered Tuesday and Thursday evenings 

from 4:00PM — 6:00PM from the parking lots of Washington Elementary, Larkmoor 
Elementary and Southview Middle schools; 

• We are proud to continue to partner with Second Harvest Food Bank’s Drive-Thru Food 
Pantries at General Johnnie Wilson and Longfellow Middle Schools. 

12. Will there continue to be textbooks? 
Yes, however each class is different. Students use textbooks for some of their classes, and 
online resources for other classes. 

ABOUT VOTING IN THE ELECTION NOVEMBER 3, 2020 
13. Can I vote before Election Day? 
Yes. Individuals who are registered to vote can complete an absentee ballot request form at 
voteloraincountyohio.gov, print it out, and return the completed request form to: 

Lorain County Board of Elections 
1985 North Ridge Road East 
Lorain, OH 44055 

Boards of Elections in Ohio are not permitted to begin mailing out regular Absentee 
Ballots until October 6th for the November 3rd General Election. 

PLEASE NOTE: The United States Postal Service estimates first class mail may take 2 to 5 
days for delivery. Please keep this in mind when mailing election related materials!!! 

http://voteloraincountyohio.gov


14. How do I register to vote? 
You can register to vote online at ohiosos.gov. You can also register by mail by printing a 
voter registration form, filling it out, and mailing it to your local election office. You can also 
register to vote in person if you prefer. The deadline to register is October 5, 2020. 

Remember that certain changes of information can trigger an update to your voter 
registration. So, if you have had a name or address change, for example, you will want to 
update your information. 

15. Is it save to vote in person on election day 2020? Or should you choose 
early voting or a mail-in ballot? 

Experts say the answer depends on a variety of factors unique to you — your personal risk, 
the degree of COVID-19 transmission in your local area and your willingness to plan and 
execute personal safety precautions while casting your vote. Here’s a step-by-step guide to 
voting safely: https://www.cnn.com/2020/09/01/health/voting-safety-covid-19-2020-election-
wellness-trnd/index.html 

16. Where do I vote? 
Search for your Polling Location online at voteloraincountyohio.gov/find-polling-location 

17. Where can I find more information about the Issue 17 RENEWAL? 

WEBSITE: lorainschoolsrenewal.com  

FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/LorainSchoolsRenewal/  

PHONE: (440) 292-6004 

EMAIL: LorainSchoolsYes@gmail.com

http://ohiosos.gov
http://voteloraincountyohio.gov/find-polling-location
http://lorainschoolsrenewal.com
https://www.facebook.com/LorainSchoolsRenewal/

